
God’s
Peacemakers

Matthew 5:9





The Elusiveness of Peace

• This world is filled with strife, disagreement, 
division, rage, anger, malice and brawling

• It is not unique to our time and place

• Hutus and Tutsis killed one another in 
Rwanda



The Elusiveness of Peace

• In the 19th and early 20th centuries Irish 
immigrants were despised and treated 
wrongly and harshly by other Americans

• Boston

• NINA— “No Irish Need Apply” next to No 
Dogs Allowed Signs 



The Elusiveness of Peace

• In the Bible Jews and Gentiles had no 
fellowship

• Chinese/Japanese hatred

• Caste structure and oppression in India



The Elusiveness of Peace

• Why such strife?

• HUMAN SIN– We are deeply flawed and 
something is profoundly broken in us

• Our first problem is VERTICAL (Romans 8:7)

• We must first come to peace with God 
(Romans 5)





Applications

• Once we are born again our greatest effort at 
peacemaking is to share the gospel

• Romans 10:15

• We should no longer be identified with racist 
or racially based organizations; we should not 
see ourselves primarily through the lens of 
race—even if that is how culture operates



Applications

• We must not allow ourselves to be pulled 
down into the skirmishes between fallen 
races

• We are to love our neighbors as ourselves 
(Good Samaritan)

• We are to be voices for reconciliation 
between people



Applications

• We must not see these types of matters 
through political or racial lenses)

• We are to be people who are for justice (right 
treatment) of all people and peace 
(tranquility rooted in respect)

• Micah 6:6-8



Applications

• We must sympathize with those who have 
genuine fear—the fear is real; the anger is 
real

• We must call for government to apply the 
legal system fairly to all

• We need to submit to and stand for 
governing authorities (Police Officers are part 
of this-Romans 13:4)



Applications

• We are to call for those who do wrong in 
their roles as authorities to be held 
accountable to the law

• We need to allow our systems in place to 
work; they are not perfect but are better 
than any in the world

• We must be the voices of calm (Proverbs 
15:1; James 1:20)



The Supernatural Vision

• Our greatest devotion to peacemaking 
between the peoples of the earth must be 
seen in our relations to other Christians (i.e. 
the church)

• Jesus with woman at Well is embryonic of 
what was to come (John 4:9; 39-40).



The Supernatural Vision

• We see this idea advanced in the life of the 
early church

• Acts 10:27-29

• The Apostle Paul gives greater insight to this 
vision (Acts 21:38; Acts 22:21-22)



The Supernatural Vision

• In Ephesians Paul gives us the full theological 
vision of what God is doing

• Eph. 2: 13-16

• God is developing a people for Himself here 
that will flow out into eternity with great 
beauty (Revelation 7:9)



The Supernatural Vision

• In the current context we must make greater 
efforts toward fulfilling this vision

– Mac Brunson/H.B. Charles

– Billy Graham





The Supernatural Vision

• We must seek to be more diverse as a church

• Great things are taking place through this 
ministry

• We must work with other believers to “kill 
the hostility” (no need for black and white 
associations if we share same doctrine)


