




The Most Critical Lesson

Luke 18:15-17; Mark 9:36-37, 42



Children Can Be Saved

• Jesus’ approach with children was distinct 
from the culture 

• Don’t prevent

• “These little ones who BELIEVE in me” –same 
word as John 3:16



Children Can Be Saved

• Isaac Watts—age 9

• Corrie ten Boom—age 5

• James Dobson—age 4

• Polycarp— “80 and 6 years have I served 
him” 

probably converted between 70 and 80 AD 



Make Sure We Are Sharing
the Gospel

• The gospel is “good news”

• It is accessible to us

• Jesus speaks of the attitude of the heart as 
the most important aspect of coming to Him 
(Matthew 18:2-4)



Make Sure We Are Sharing
the Gospel

• Acts 7:22-26; 1 Corinthians 15:1-9

– Creation—Acts 17:24-25

– Sin—Romans 3:23; 6:23

– Christ—Romans 3:24 ff; John 3:16

– Receive/Decision—Romans 10:9-10,13



Make Sure We Are Sharing
the Gospel

• Formally and Informally We Need to Share 
the Gospel

• The gospel is not “ask Jesus in your heart” by 
“saying a prayer”

• We must give context and meaning to what 
we are communicating to children



Make Sure We Are Sharing
the Gospel

• Muslim conversion, which is not salvation, is 
the repeating of a formula—not Christian 
conversion

• We are saved by repenting and believing 
something in particular and through entering 
a relationship



We Must Not Pick Unripe Fruit

• While Jesus said “do not prevent the 
children” He did not say push them or drag 
them to Me.

• Salvation is a process of children hearing the 
Gospel, coming to understand through 
maturity and the work of the Spirit, and them 
coming to a point of repenting and believing



We Must Not Pick Unripe Fruit

• Do not overly worry when they are young

• We must trust the Lord’s sovereignty in 
working with them

• Be faithful to the Gospel and seek to be sure 
they are ready



We Must Pray

• Paul prayed for his people (Romans 10:1)

• Jesus prayed for us (John 17:20,24)

• There is power found in praying together and 
in prayer generally (John 14:12-14)


